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Using Open Book New York 

Sarah Driscoll, Auditor 1

Division of Local Government and School Accountability
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Open Book New York
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/open-book-new-york

As the State's Chief Financial Officer, 

Comptroller DiNapoli believes New 

Yorkers deserve to know how their tax 

dollars are spent. Without transparency 

in government, there cannot be 

accountability. His open data initiatives 

are a commitment to this belief.

https://www.osc.state.ny.us/open-book-new-york
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Available Reports

Report Selection

Property Tax Cap, Revenues and 

Expenditures, Tax Limit, Balance 

Sheet, Debt, Multi-year Compare 

Select the report.

Select report type (if applicable).

Bulk data sets available for 

single class and all classes of 

local governments, single year 

and all years.
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Property Tax Cap
Property Tax Cap report for a single entity trend analysis

Select class, name of local 

government, up to six fiscal years, 

and click submit.
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Property Tax Cap

Takeaways

Upper right-hand corner you will 

see:

These options allow for a more 

user-friendly version for analysis 

by your local government.

Tax Cap trend reports can be used 

as a tool in budget development 

process for projecting future tax 

levy limits.
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Tax Limit
Tax Limit report for multiple entities in a single year

Select class, names of up to four 

local governments, a fiscal year, 

and click submit.
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Tax Limit
Review the report in two available views

List view with a 

comparison for 

each Tax Limit 

component.

Select bar graph icon to 

view each Tax Limit 

component in the bar 

graph view. 
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Balance Sheet
Balance Sheet by fund for a single entity 

Select fund category, fiscal 

year, class, a single local 

government, and click submit.
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Balance Sheet

Takeaways

Upper right-hand corner you 

will see:

Use the side and bottom 

scroll bars to view accounts 

and funds, respectively.

Balance sheet reports can be 

used as a tool for analyzing 

financial condition.
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Debt
Debt report for multiple entities in a single year

Select class, names of up to 

four local governments, a 

fiscal year, and click submit.
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Debt
Review the report in summary and detailed views

List view with a 

comparison of 

debt in 

summarized 

categories.

Select the plus sign to 

expand the summarized 

view to the details of the 

debt reported.

12

Revenues and Expenditures
Revenues and Expenditures report for a single entity

Select class, name of 

local government, up to 

six fiscal years, and click 

submit.
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Takeaways
Available in PDF and Excel:

Figures are in aggregate for all 

funds. 

By clicking on the breakdown, 

you will see more detail. 

This report is a broad overview 

of operations and areas where 

money is raised and disbursed. 

Can be somewhat difficult to 

use for analysis.

Revenues and Expenditures
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Multi-year Compare
Multi-year Compare report for a single entity

Select class, local government 

name, two to five fiscal years, 

and click submit.
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Multi-year Compare
Takeaways
This is your data.

Includes summary 

information (seen below) of 

municipality including Name, 

Municipality Code, County 

and Regional Office 

responsible for audit services 

and technical assistance.

Available in PDF and Excel:

These options will allow you 

to make more user-friendly 

reports (versions) for 

analysis by your local 

government.

Please note, no analysis is 

performed for you.
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Multi-year Compare
Balance Sheet
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Multi-year Compare
Revenues
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Multi-year Compare
Expenditures
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Multi-year Compare
Fund Balance and Budget
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Bulk Data Files
First select the Type of Files, then 

click Download Data.

Next select the Download Selection, 

select Class or Year, and click 

Download Data.

Downloads will create a zip file 

with an Excel spreadsheet for

• Each year back to 1995 for the single 

class of Government.

• The selected year for each Class of 

Government.

• Each year back to 1995 for each 

Class of Government.
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Bulk Data Excel 

Spreadsheet Headings

CALENDAR_YEAR MUNICIPAL_CODE ENTITY_NAME CLASS_DESCRIPTION COUNTY FISCAL_YEAR_END

2021 220300100000 Town of Adams Town Jefferson 31-Dec

ACCOUNT_CODE ACCOUNT_CODE_NARRATIVE FINANCIAL_STATEMENT FINANCIAL_STATEMENT_SEGMENT

A1001 REAL PROPERTY TAXES STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES REVENUES

A11104 MUNICIPAL COURT, CONTR EXPEND STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES EXPENDITURES

LEVEL_1_CATEGORY LEVEL_2_CATEGORY OBJECT_OF_EXPENDITURE AMOUNT

REAL PROPERTY TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS REAL PROPERTY TAXES $ 378,954 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION Contractual $ 347,047 

From this format, you can perform data analysis which may include

• Revenue and Expenditure line-item comparisons or trends.

• Balance sheet comparisons or trends.

• Debt comparison or trends.
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Questions?

Division of Local Government and School Accountability

localtraining@osc.ny.gov

mailto:localtraining@osc.ny.gov

