TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE

Chapter 233 — OSC Authority to Audit Fire COmpanies ..........cccccevvveveevieiieeieeie e 1
Chapter 234 — Referendum Requirements for Fire District Capital Reserve Funds......... 3
Chapter 235 — Scheduling Fire District Special Elections............c.ccccovvveviiieiiiic e, 9
Chapter 236 — Expenses of Volunteer Firefighters to Attend Training and Courses of

INSEIUCTION ...ttt 12
Chapter 237 — Fire District Annual Independent Audit Requirements............ccccceevenene. 16
Chapter 238 — Codes of Ethics for Fire DiStriCtS.........cccuovriiieieieiec e 19
Chapter 239 — Travel EXPENSES .......ciiiiiieieiiesie sttt 22
Chapter 240 — Public Hearing Requirements on Fire District Annual Budgets.............. 25
Chapter 241 — Internet Notice of Fire District Public Hearings and Election

OF OFFICEIS .ttt 29
Chapter 242 — Mandatory Training for Fire CoOmmISSIONErS..........ccccvvveveeiiieieesieeiennn, 31
Chapter 243 — Codes of Ethics for Fire Companies and Disclosure of Interests............ 33

ADDITIONAL LEGISLATION APPROVED REGARDING SERVICE AWARD PROGRAMS

Chapter 262 — Public Information Website Regarding Service Award
Program VENUOIS .......c.coiiiiiiiieiie sttt bbbttt 36

Chapter 620 — Audit and Disclosure Requirements for Service Award Programs......... 39



RETRIEVE BILL

LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2006
CERPTER 233

LN ECT to amend the general municipal
companies by the state comptroller

to audits of fire
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Became a law July 26, 200¢, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed by a majority vote, Ehf@@‘LiithS being present.

The Psople of the State of Hew York, represented in Sensts and Assem-
Llv, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 34 of the general municipal law, as amended by

ster 682 of the laws of 1889, is amended to read as follows:
exa

34, Powers and duaties of miners. The comptroller and each examin-
»f municipal affairs shall have power to examine into the financi
fairs of every such munlc;pal carporation, industrl
, district, fire coOmpany as defined in section Lwo
& chapbey, agency and actigf‘
Iy whose testimony may be
Jldanca such  p
tigaticn, and produc K
corporatiorn, industrial deve lopme
2rson shall be compelled f;, ¢ appe
: than within such municipal cor indus e
2t school  district. In the other than a
district, no such r or be exan-
=] sewhere  than within the town or one of tThe towns in which such
] or porvion ther is leocated. In the cas an urban r@ﬂ@wai
agency, no  such person i be compellied To pear or be
outside the munlclpal corporation wherein such agency is estabi15‘=
in the oase of & fire conpany, no such perscon shall be compelled to
appear or be szamined ouiside the ares served by rthe ocompany. In the
case of an activiry, no roson shall be compellied to appear cutside
by bhe activi ty Willful false swearing in such examina-
perjury and shall be punishzable as such.
all fect on the one hundred
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CHORN

and to administer an
and

-

: uf &
school
camined

no such pe

ightisth day after

NEW YORK a&s
£ in us
d § v certify
] printsd under our dire
11,  Ls o entitl ed 1(\ e re

by secticn T0-b of f Public
lip wcopy of this
and, Iin accordance with such
evidence.

ad inte

JOSEFH I.. BRUNG SHELDON ESETLVER
Terporary President of the Sspate Spezker of the Assenbly

EXPLANATION--Matter is new; matter in brackets [=] 1s old law
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RETRIEVE BILL

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule HI, Sec 1{f)

BILL NUMBER: Al0473
SPONSOR: Sweenay (M5)

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the general municipal law, in relation
to audits of fire companies by the state comptroller

FURPCSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpose of this bill is to
increase oversight of fire companies.

SUMMARY OF BPECIY

CFIC PROVIESIONS: This bill would authorize the State
Comptroller to audi

it fire companies,

the State Comptroller

Currentiv,

(O8CY) 1z authorized
The ;

to foreion

x5 (also known as tTwo paroen e This legis-
lation would expand the isting fire company audlt authorization to
paermlt CS8C to examine other recoryds of fire companies. This legislation
would provide the Comptroller with the same examination authority as

fs

+

that provided to fire and other special districts.

Although it 1s true that most fire companles are corganized as not-for-
profit organizations, the receipt of taxpaver monies, the guasi-govern-—
mental nature of fire companies, as well as the Comptroller’s existing
audit authorization of fire companies, justify this legislation.

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This is a new bill.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: None to the State.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act
ieth day after it shall

shall take effect on the one hundred sight-
have beccme law.
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LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2006
CHAPTER 234

AN RCT to amend the general municipzal law, in relation to capital
serve funds for fire districts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
Biy, do enact as fcellows:

cf the general municipal law, as zadded by chap-
4 I

ter 737 of th 944, subdivision 4 as amended by chapter 270 of
the laws of 3 sion € as amended by chapter £

6 ¥y 140 of the laws of
added by chapter 806 of the laws of 1
chapter 424 of the laws of 2001, is amended

1996, subdivi
supdivision 13 a
to read as £

&  b-g. Ce

ction:

The term "cap

o phveical bettern Or lmprovem
s orelati

or rigi
furnishings, uipment, mac tus for any ph
bettermsnt or lmprovemsent acqulred at  the time when such
m@tt@;m@nt or improvement 1s constructed, reconstructed or aocguired.

. The term "Pqu1ﬂm<nt" shall include any eguipment, machinery or
apparatus noet included in inition of the term caplital  improve-
ment " nd  for the acqui of which & period cf proba
hag been provided by law.

o, The rm "obligaticns™ shall include bonds, notes,
other evidences of indebtedness.

Z. “h board of fire commissicners of
funds for the financing o
ction, reconstruction or acguisition of

G4h, and

Bty

oy

Q’l [

amended

reservve funds for fire districis. 1. As used in this

ement"™ shall mean:
it or any preliminary stad

76

O

aln

rtificat

ny fire district may estzblish
all or & part of 1h< cost of:
capl-

i

+

cal dmprovement or the acqguisition of a speciflic ltem or

uctilon or acqgulsition of a tvype of capil-

type of equip '
authori
ng of all
ition

of

action, rec :
iMprovemar or the acguls
equipment, it shall set forth in such authori
mum  cost therecl, [ Mewwesstemeonoomdbmeii st
1 o e Py . £ 5

=
1
£
A

EXPLANATION-~Matter in italics 1s new; maltter in brackets [~] is old law
to be omitted.




RETRIEVE BILL

Eny [swek] resclution of the board of fire commissioners authorizing
the sstablishment of a ressrve fund shall not take effect [wasdii—=ihieby
Sy BB G e G B B iz | UNT 11 approved by the za2ffirmative vote of

ity of the electors of such fire district affected, qualified to
vote at an  annual election of fire district officers, vobing on such
tion| e e i et S e S Eipp il S B e A R S oot i

PR Ere B AT e G ST S YN, T __..AV o _'~ e S 1 % & &l

ks P k : F G e e N E

iy ]

A solution of
of fire commizsionsrs to the approval of  the maalifisd electors
pursuant to  this se N abstract of such rlution
concisely stating the purposes and effect therecf. The fire distriect
secretary shall prepare such abstract with the advice of the attorney
for the fire digtrict, if there be one, and JTorthwith transmit the
oners in the form in which it
electicon o©f such fire

roposition  for the submisslen of any such board

proposition to the board of fire commissi
is to be submitted at such annual or
district. If there be more than one such proposition to be voted upon at
such election, each proposition shall be separately and consecutively
numbered.

5. There may be paid into any such capital reserve fund;:

a. Such an amount as may be provided therefecr by budgetary appropri-

ation or razised by tax therefor.




RETRIEVE BILL
CHAP. 234

.  Buch revenues as are not reguired by law to be paid into any other
fund or account, 1including the proceeds froo tne sale of any capita
improvement or sequipment owned by such fire distric

6. The moneys in each such capital reserve fund : .
secured in the manner provided by section ten of th ricie. The bo

f fire commissioners or the fire district treasurer of such fire
istrict, 1if the board of fire commissicnsrs shall such duty to
him, may invest the moneys in each such fund in the manner provided in
section eleven of this article. Any interest earned or capital gains
realired on the moneys so deposited or invested shall accrue o  and
become part of esach such fund. The separate identity of each such fund
shall be maintained, whether its zassets consist of cash or investments
or both.

expenditure from a reserve fund shall
by the board of fire commissioners
i ol went or a specific 1fic jtems

of  which may be i T However, . expe‘ﬁltur“
is from a fund established for a type of capifal imnICVGm@nt Or  edquip-
ment  and 1I it lg required by law that the E such board
oi fire commlssioners of the lssuance of ")biltuii icens  for  such
inprovement  or <qu1pmeh1 be subiject 33
wroam, Tt the autho tion auch

& perml e
ER it . et
ol oted E the adopihion
'luﬁ' . e LR .8 sechion as 2
aricitin,  the fire district secrstary,. in the sane manner as providad

S
nmtma@,of annual electlons, shall publish 2 notice which shall st
h the date of the adoption of the resolultion snd contsi
Csuch  rescolution  concisely stating the purpcsas angd eff
i

Tnm notice shall spescify that such :eﬁeluﬁi@m was adophed
pernissive referendum.  Any such resolution of the board of fir
sicners  ghall not take effect until thirty davs after its adopbion; nor
until approved by the affirmative vote of a majority of the electors of

fa fmra digstrict affected, gualified to vote at an annual election of
=rs, voting on such propesition, 4f :
tion there be Ffiled with the fire d
a4 ackrow“@a@e or proved in ths =
ayers of such fire
at lsast ons-guarber

r

L Laxm

roparty of the fix

d@x§;@t@d assessmpent rgy
5

ig ilocaied, profesiing. ags .
submitted to the guelified electors
thelir approval or itsapproval if

such petition ba  so t¢¢@d not mors , : 7 &
thipvhy dayvs prior to apn annuasl slsotion cf__fi;e _dist:iaﬁ efficer
proposition  for  the approval of such resciution shall be submit

such annual election of fire district officers. If & petition be 80
filed at any other time, a propoesition for the approval of such resol-
ution shall be submitted at a special fire district election Lo be held
not more than fority days after the filing of such pstition. If, within
five days after the filing of such petition, & written objection thereto
be filed with the fire district secretary. and A  verified petition
setting forth the objsctions be presented by the person so filing such
abjections to the supreme court or any justice thersecf of the ‘judicial
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district in which such £ire district or any part thereof is located,
such court or Justice within twenty davs shall determine any question
arising thereunder and make such order as Jjustice may reguirse. Such
proceaeding  shall bs hesrd and determined in the manner prescribed by
secticen 16-116 of the slection law. A propoesition for the submission of
any such rescolution of the board of fire commissioners to  the approval
of the said gualified electors pursuant toe this section, shall contain
an abstract of such resclution concisely stating the purposes and effect
therecf. The fire districh secretary shall prepare such abstract with
the advice of the attorney for the fire district, if there be one, and
Fforthwith transmit the proposition to the board of fire commissionsrs in
the form in which 1t is to be submitted at such annual or special
elesction of such fire district. If there be more than one such proposi-
tion to be voted upon at such election, sach propogition shall be sepa-
rately and consecubively mugb@r@d,

g b e commissic

g, The board of fi to the
tael r

part

may authorize
fund of such fire

nEeRpe i a fund esta
1O E 1 improvement
Lhems saulpment, which improvement

or  which 1pment has bee quir

sueh

. AYLIOE A
from th€ COnEg

lrﬂp LOVETRETT Or

or
<‘-f such e.—‘;quipm‘,‘

oy remaining in a fund establ
C a8 t,uype of capital ilmprovement or & Uype
proposed transier 1s from a fund established for
improvement or a specific item ox items of
authorization of such transfer shall be sublect to a
erendum if the authoriration of the creaticn of a fund for
improvement or item or items of equipment was subject to a permis-

i

sive enclum. A permissive referendum on the authorization of  such
transfer shall be governed in the manner provided in subdivision [Hesss)
seven of ] section.

. The
fund estes 1
T wmte and

district treasurer

coount s
of each
2 by suc
zins or losses

account for esach

he

G interest or capital gains which have accrued to the fund
@, amount and date of ecach withdrawal from the fund.

f. The assets of the fund, idicating the cash balance therein and a
schedule of the amounts invested in federal or state obligations. The
fire district treasurer, a2t the terminaticon of each fiscal vezr, shall
render a detailed report of the operation and condition of each of guch
funds to the board of fire commissioners.

10, The members of the beoard of fire commisslioners are hereby declared
frustees of such funds and shall Dbe sublject to all the duties and
re quﬁSlbll cles imposed by law on trustees, and such duties and respon-
sibilities may be enforced by the fire district or by any board, commis-
sion, agency, officer or taxpayer thereof.
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11. The members of the board of fire commissicners shall be guilty o
a misdemeancy if they:

a. Futnor ze a withdrawal from a fund for any purpose other than for a
i improvement or an item or items of eqguipment, the cost of which
has been authorized to be financed in whole or in part from such fund.

L. Expsnd any money withdrawn from a fund for a purpose other than
that for which it was authorlzed tc ke withdrawn.

The provisions of this subdivision sha be considered to be in addi-
tiocn to any other penalties provided by law.

12, The board of water commliszsioners of a water district to which the
provisiens of article thirteen of the fown law apply, and which has the
powers of the fire district commissioners as provided in subdivisions
nine to twenty~four, inclusive, of section one hundread FGJGDtV‘QiX of
the town law, may estabklish capital reserve funds as in  thi section
provided for the financin of all or a part of the cost oﬁ capital
lmprovements and eguipment for {ire department and fire protection
the same ex "he board of

may establish oapital reserve
provisions of this secticn shall

inn  the same manner
ire commissioners of a fire
funds for such purpo:
apply  in  relation
inprovemsnts or eguipment, and
med o re
i 11311’Lc1

ary or Treasuy
st 1f such board of wat
provisions relating to the fire tf.:‘:“t trassurer shall
suparvisor of the tcwn in which such

PUXDOS

h

of all or &

of such capi
“ion tooa
cl and all

he de

a7
o
[t
—

e nces in th

v veaf

ilstrict
i3, Nat
auch fire

egoling provisions
in whole or in p:
wholly or partly within :  Adirondack par
boundaries state lands subjsct to taxation sessed at more than thirty
par centum of the total taxable assessed valuation of the town as deter-
mirned from the assessment rolls of the town, as completed from tine to
time, a capital reserve fund for the fire district shall not be estab-
Lished on ni afrer May first, nineteen hundred forty-sight, unless the
on behalf of the state, she consent theretc, and,
nineteen hundred in any such fire
: = Or Lra 111 be made from =

art in a town which is
k and has within the town

I‘

i

alf of the

STATE OF NEW YORK ss:

Pursuar aubnorltx sted in us by section 70-b of the Public
Offlcers Law, hereby intly  certify that this slip copy of this
session law was printed under our direction and, In accordance with such
section, 1s entit to be read into svidence.

JOSEPH L. BRUNO SHELDCW SILVER
Temporary President of the Senate Speaker of the Assembly
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f)

BILL WUMBER: Al0474

SPONEOR: Sweeney (M)

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the genera

I municipal law, in relation
to capital reserve funds for fire districts

PURPOSE COR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpose of this legislation is to
provide for more public input in the creation of fire district capital
regerve funds.

SUEMBRY
p»*l 1aw
DA mand:
distric
degraa

Sectlon one wds the general munici-
o a flre d_:t Aot capital reserve fund
xpenditures from, and transfers between,
unds would continus to be subie
curyently requlred.

ﬁ

ital ot oto the

JUSTITICATION: Current
voter approval only for es
digtricts are financially re
abzle to amass large

was ebhtained without any

ly, fire district reserve funds are subj t to
nditures. Although the wvast majority of f£2
sponsible, some fire districts have beer
Apayers' none The money being "r
from the vavers footing the bi
: to a rece of articles in Newsday, fire distr
Massauw and Suffolk have reserve funds totaling SI182 miliion.
The dollar amcunt alone does nobt mean That the are not justi-

SUms

fied; howewver, 1t does help indicate the financial Si(ﬂffi(dﬂ”é of the

issue.
There has also peen anecdotal svidence that scome districts turn to
resarve funds in order to aveld the referendum reguired for bonding, or,
in some cases, in the event of & failed bond sferenduam, This
] limits on reserve funds, 1 sxed Lo
5dd, kwill' ot
ablishme
oval will help

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This is a new bill.

FISCAY, IMPLICATIONE: None tc the State.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall take effect January 1, 2007.
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LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2006

CHRPTER Z35

BN ACT to amend the town law and
to voting upcn the preopesitions

oval of the Governocr.
hs being present.

Became a law July 26, 2006, with the app
Passed by a majority vote, three-fif

ﬁ H

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
Bly, do enact as follows:

ction 1. Subdivision 3 of section 17% of the town law, as amended by
ter 37 of the laws of 2000, is amended Lo read as follows:
Such petition shall be signed, and acknowledged cr proved in the
manner as & deed to he recorded, or sithenticated in manner
brovlded by th~ election law for dunhen<icat on of neminating petitions,
by  resident taxpavers owning taxsble real property aggregating at ileast
one-guarter of the ssed valuation of all the tawablie property
of  the distyiet such vaiuations x
upon the latest comp of said town. Not ol such
i district e in the MATI provided

annual district ele P asem
held on a _Tuaad&y, @r@vidaﬁht}aﬁ
ned soheduled in
211 remain O
; clock in th evening to nine
addmtionﬂn consecutive hours prior ther
commissionsrs may determine. The secretary  of
shall  prepare  the balleots which shall separately state and number each
propesitiocn to be voted upon.

§ 2. The second undesignated parvagraph of subdivis
of the general municipal law, as amended by chaptez
19896, is amended to read as follows:
Eny such resclution of the board of flre commissicners shall nct take
=t ] f days after its adoption; nor until approved by the
maiority of the electors of such fire district
ote an annual election of fire offi-
sroposition,  1f within thirt ays  after  its
'ad with the fire petition
in the sa 4 toe e
S, owning tazaeble
gquarter oj sessed valuation
s raal pro ire district as such valuations
latest comnp 3 sment roll of the town or towns in
wthh sal district is located, pro Ting agzinst such resclution
arid requestznq that it be submitted to the gualified electors of the
fire district affected for their approval or disapproval. If such peti-
tion be so filed not meore than forty-five days nor less than thirty days
prior to an annutal election of fire district officers, a proposition for
the approval of such resclution shall be submitted at such annual
election of fire district officers. If a petition be so filed at any

1 shafl Yo

pation, Tme yol

ags the board of fire
fire commissioners

B

ion 4 of section 6-g
270 of the laws of

Of SUCh

EXPLANATION--Matter in iraliecs 18 new; matter in brackets [-] 1s old law
to be omitted.
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CHAP. 235

other time, a prepesition for the approval of such resolution shall be
submitted at a special fire district election to be held not more than
forty days after the filing of such petiticn. Any special election shall
be held in the manner provided i1n section one hundred seventy-nine of
the town law, as amended from time fTo time. If, within five days after
the filing of J[ewsk] a petition, a written cobiection thereto be filed
with the fire district secretary, and a verified pestiticon setting forth
the objections bpe presented by the person so filing such cbjectiocns to
the supreme court or any justice thereof of the Judicial district in
which such fire district c¢r any part therecf i1s located, such court or
Justice within twenty days shall determine any question arising there-
under and make such order as justice may require. Such proceeding shall
be heard and determined in the manner prescribed by section 16-116 of
the electicn law.

§ Z. This zct shall take effect immediataly.

3

L
i

slature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:

to the authority vested in us by section 70-bh of the Pub
Law, we hereby Jointly certify that this slip copy of t
ad under our di rtilon and, 1n accordance with such
is entitled to be rezsd inte evidence. ’

law was prin

ction,

JOSEPH L. BRUNO SHELDCN SILVER

Tamporary Frasident of the Senate Speaker of the Assembly

10



RETRIEVE BILL

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule I, Sec 1{f)

BILL NUMBER: AL(G475

SPONEDOR: Sweeney (ME)

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the town law and the gensral municipal
law, in relation to voting uapon the propositions of fire districts at
special elections

PURPOSE OR CSENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpose of to maxi-
ir

mize voter pdemLipdhiuﬂ in fire district speci

g_,

one and Two the I
districts be held on a Turuudv,
and that st ions must be

voeter o

require that s for fire
provided that it is not Lo helid
schedaled and conducted in such a way as to maximi

Lo

ipation.

often

With
ot OSL% to than ﬁO and :
is dncreasingly impor MpAYers opportuniti
for input in district financial decisions. This legisiation seebks to
ensure that voters ha opportunity for Involvement.

Currently, there ars no reguirsments as Lo when five district spec
elections can be held. As rvecip s of taxpaver money, fire dlSarlCtS
have an obligation to ensure that taxpavers inmut into financial
decisions, Mest fire distric i that obligaticn very ously and
conduct thelr special el . rd*n“ly; howeve > ha been
instances where el ione hea been held with very lLtt e notice the

serd

public, and, in at least one instance, the fire district
hold the electio vhe Frid
where L 3
of this Do omay i TOLEL

and condacting
of large numbe:

i of the scer

mit voter parti this ‘€q1Qlotlon

cs with some discre This discretion is

intended solely to discourage districts frnm scheduling elections at

locally significant times.

rlpation by profb
iens in a manner t*

Rather

BPRICE LEGISLATIVE HISYORY: This is new legislation.

FISCAT, IMPLICATIONS: hdone.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall take effect immediately.

11
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LAWS OF WEW YORK, 200¢

CHAPTER 236

AN ACT to  amend the general municipal law, in relation teo expenses of
volunteer firefighters attending training schools and instruction
courses;  and  to ameld the executive law, in relaticn to the develop-
ment of such training programs

a law July 26¢, 2006, with the approval of the Governor.
"assed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

The Pecople of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem—
bly, do enazct as follows:

ction  7Z-g of ths sal law, as amended by

Se
the laws of 199%%, is , as follows:
saeg of volunteer [fésamesn flr@f&ght@rs attending train-

]
3
instruction courses. 1. The chief officer of the f
Yt “UJJPLT to any
- = the volun-
sch;ox oy courses of

ire

dttthd tralning
1nstruaction ior
If any such ; any such course 1s gl
county or outside one of the counties in which the municiy
ration  or fire distyrict 1s located, such i
the pricr aspproval of the governing bo:
ration or fire district, [ bl |

b, If any such school is lecated, or any such course isg given, outside
the state, in addition to the approval reguired in paragraph a of this
ubdivisicen, such auvthorization shall be subject te a finding from the
governing board that such training course or school of instrustion is
necassary and in the public intersst  and _;S nm-__ava;labke_“within__a
reasonabla dis Wanwa_aﬁﬁ rime periocd in ths state.

¢, Motification and proof of attendance Gi BITY o0 =
school from © chief officer shall be provided to the state of
fire prevention and control .

2. The CJ(:\" 'rrur‘q buurd by

claims

cutslde
1 corpo-
shall be subject
unicipal corpo-

provide
municipal
of all actual

A, allows

at
! th1P country
3y r owned by the  voluntaer [ g | ;

wr ghe may ke paid a r sonable mileage allowance for each
and necessarily traveled by him or her in attending such
r course of instruc t on. Such mileage allowance shall not sxoeesd
gtandard Lfravel _&;lﬁwagc% for mileags adopited or prescribed for
federal inceme tax purpeses. Any claim for such expenses or reimburse-
ment  shall have endorsed thereon, or asttached thereto, a statement by
the chief cofficer of the fire department that the attendance had been
duly authorized by him or her. The provisions of this section ghall not

of 1nst?u<t T,

school
a

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics 1s new; matter in brackets {=]} is old law
to be omitted.
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CHAP. 236

be deemed to have amended the provisions of subdivision one o©f section
n

two hundred nine of this chapter in relation to participation in fire
training programns which are not conducted as training schools cor regularx
or special courses of Instrucition for [fesemes) fireflghters.

§ 2. Subdivision £ of ssction 1536 ¢f the executive law, as added by

chapter 225 of the laws of 187%, is amended to read as follows:
8. Consult with and cooperate with state departments and agencies, and
universities, cclleges and institutions in the state for the development

of specialized courses of stud: for public e¢fficers and employees,
B Y P ploy

including paid and volunteer [fesemen] firefighters, in fire science and
administration. As part of the development of a training program for

Firefighters, the office shall collect, cowmpile, and disseminate infor-
mation regarding training neseds based on the data provided pursuant to
gaction seventy-itwo-g of the genersl wmunicipal law. Such information
shall bs compiled annually and, onge complled, a copy of such informa-
tien shall be submitted to the governor, the temporary president of  the
senate, and the speaker of the assembly.

& 3. This act shall .

on the ninetieth day after it shall

have become a law.

izlatrure of the

nt to the authorl by sé G- of  the
Law, we hereby Jeintly cartify that this siip cor
law was printed under our direction and, In accordance wlth such

gectlion, ilg entitled

+

to ke read into evidence.

JOSEPH L. BRUNG SHELDON STLVER
Temporary Fresidant of the Senate Spesker of the Assenpbly
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RETRIEVE BILL

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule I, Sec i{f)

BILL NIRMRBER: AL0477

SPONSOR: 3Sweeney (MS)

eneral munic

fa

TITLE OF BILL: An act o amend the ipa
to expenses of volunteer firefighters attending trail
instruction courses; and toe amend the executive law,
development of such Ltralning programs

al law, in relation
ning schools and
in relation to the

(IR UINe]

I

PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpcse of this legislaticon 1s to
improve the availability of in-state firefighter training programs and
to restrict unnecessary cut-ci-state travel.

SUMMARY OF SPRCIPIC PROVIZSIONS: Sectlon one amends the General Munici-
pal Law to pl ate travel by
] ing woeuld

ace additional re 28] iI’N]"{‘L\ nts on out-of-s

veluntess firefichters. Out-of-state travel for t
subiect to & finding from the goeverning bosrd that

s the training was not available in the St : within a
sasonable timeframe and distancs. ATt tendance at an out-of-
training schocl, notification would be provided to the Stat
Tive Prevention and Control. This section alsce limits the
for mileage to the standard travel allowasnce adopted for [e
Lax purpose

ral inoome

=1

) .

Section two amends the Executive Law to require the State Office of Fire
Prevention and Control to repert to the Governor and the Legislature on
the training needs of voluntser firefighters, based in part on the

reported ocut-cof-state travel data.

Froper training is sssential to
the individuals they have sworn to
=ikility to fund tho
wvers toe
have paid for
cruise ships ) to Me seka, in O
and in Disney World, according to a recent Newsday
to attend these trips was made locally and was funded by iocal taxpay-
ers, but aven 1f these trips provided necessary training, their
locaticns added the appearance of impropriety. This legislaticn seeks to
provide additional oversight while still preserving the ability of fire-
fighters to obtain necessary training by requiring additional involve-
ment by the governing board. If the governing koard determines that
attendance is necessary and in the pdbll interest then it can and
should approve. After all, these officials have been elected fo make
exactly those types of decisions. Bt the same time, it should be clear
that their approval 1s required.

ining trips.
to attend

in the Bahamas,
les. The decision

Attendance at out-of-state locations may aliso indicate flaws in New York

State's training programs. One of the primary responsibilities of the

New York State Office of Fire Prevention and Control (OFPC) is to over-—

see firefighter training. OFPC's ablility to perform this task is based,
14
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frc iz bill would
i reation by reguiring firefighters
to report on attendance at e training scheols. Followlng
receipt of that information, OFPC would have additionsl information to
adiust the availability of training. This legislation also reguires the
OFPC to report training information to the Governor and the State Legis-

in part, on the feedb ‘rom firefiaghters., Th
.

increase the availa

lature.

PRICR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This 15 & new bill.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: Minimal to the State
EFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall taks effect on the ninetieth day after

it shall have become law.

15
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LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2006

AN  ACT fo amend the town law and the general municipal law, in relation
o requiring fire districts to have yearly indepsndent audits

-

Became a law July 26, 2006, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed by a matority vote, three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, reprssented in Senate and Assem-
bhly, do enact as follows:

Section
read as follilows:

§ 18i-a. Independent avdit of fire districts, 1. The commissioner of
aach fire district with revenues of two hundred thousand deollars or more
shall obtain an annual sudit of 1tg records by an independent certifiled
public accountant or an Lndepesndent public ascceountant, The reporit of
such annusl audit shall be presented to the fires district board of fire

. The town law 1ls amended by adding a new section 18l-a to

-
A
H
.
s

cornissionars by such  acoountant.  BSuch  faire district  audit  shall

include, but not be limlted to, the digitrict's Financisl conditions and
comptroller may designate.
rollan

rascurces and such other t
@ shtate comps

& oepy  of the awpdil report i : by the
ified by the accountant, 1l Eurni 2 to the  ocommission-
ok by the districb an state comptrollar

ollowing the and of the fiscel yasy

and oot
erE, tha  town  boards ser

within one hundred eighty davs o

audi e,
Z.  The commissioner of esch fire district with revenues of less than
vt the district's §

wwo hundred thousand  dellzrs  shall  rep 1a
asz the state compirolle

It
conditions  and rescources and such other thin

[

shall be Llssued to the sitate comptroller withi
Following the end of the fiscal year. The sitate comptrollier nay desig-
nate an amount beslow which no report shall be reguired.

3. Un or after January first, two thousand seven, all fire distriobs
subisct teo the provisions of subdivision one of this  section shall

competit

contrach for

in response
conLrach

ovisipns of subparagraph one of paragraph (I}

&, Hotwithstanding ©
of subdivision four of sesc . .
azch fire district ghall {1} prepare =& corrsctive action plan in
response to any findings contained in the annual external audit  report
or management letter, or eany fipal audit report issued by the state

FAPLANATION~~Matter in italics 1s new; matter in brackets [-] i1g old law
to be omitted.
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CHARP. 237

{ii} to the extent practicable, bkegin implementation of such corrective
action plan no later than the end of the next fiscal vear.

§& 2. Subdivision 18 of section 176 of the town law is amended by
adding a new paragraph 16 to read as follows:

{1€} the cost of audits reguired pursuant to section one bhundred
erighty~one~a of this article.

§ 2. The general municipal law is amended by adding a new section
209~z to read as follows:

$ 209-z. Amnual independent audits. 1. Notwithstanding any provision
of general or special law te the contrary, any entity with revenuss of
two hundred thousand deollars, or such lesser amount as the state comp-
troller shall designate, that contracis with a city, town, village or
fire district te provide fire service, including but neot limited to &
fire company, shall obtzin an sonual audit of its records by an inde-
pendent certified public acocountant or an independent public accountant.
Such audit shall be an examination ¢f the revenues znd expenditures in
connection with such contract or contracts. Such audit shall indicate
whether the entity has filed Internal Revenue Service Form $%0  and  any
report reguired pursuant to section thirty-three-s of the general munio-
he awdit

lings are reguired and have not Deen made,

» exanination of all revenues, expenditures and resoLroes

the audit repoert in the

Lfied by the accountant

comptroller and cexit
vhe municipal corporation with

within one hundred eighty days following the

iy bed
g 4, This act
.{?

ol i v provided hows at the
provisions  of . 1 of section 18l-a of the town law, zs added
by section one of this act, shall apply to districts with revenues of
one millilon dollars or more, beginning in 2007; districts with revenues
of 500,000 or more beginning in 2008 and districts with revenuss of
less  than  $500, 000 s lnnin in 200%; and provided further that the
provisions of section three of this act shall take effect August 1,

ion 70-b of the Public
~opy  of  this
= owith such

G
b

wa hereby -
was printed under
entitlied to be

ar dirvection and, in accordan

into evidences.

JOSERPH 1., ERUNO SHELDON SI1LVER
Temporary Pregident of the Ssanate Speaker of the Assenbly

17



RETRIEVE BILL

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule I1l, Sec I{f)

BILIL NUMBER: AR10478
SPONHEOR: Sweeney (MS)
TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the town law and the general municipal

law, in relation to requiring fire districts to have yearly independent
audits

PURPCSE OR CENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpcose of this bill is to
increase the financial oversight of fire districts and companies.

SUMMAERY OF SPECIPIC PROVISIONS: Section one amends the Town Law to
require fire districts to obtain annual indep
prescribsd by the State Comptroller. Auditors woul : sele
ing a competitive rec t for proposal with terms limited to
Inn addition, fire cricts would be requlred to prepare
action plan in respoense to any findings.

naent audits in the form
i 2l follow-

RN

i
a corrective

Section two o aundlt costs fron flre district spending limits.

pal Law to require annual inde-
form prescribed by the State

Section three asmends the General Munilcd
pendent audits of fire companies in th
Comptroller. In cases where the reqguir sderal financial
paperwork has been filed, fire company zudits wou pe limited to an
examination of revenue(s] in connection with fire protection
contract ts). In cases where Tthe regquired financial paperwork has notn
beaen filed, the audit would include all revenu expenditures and
resources from any source,

4 State

!

JUSTIPTCATION:

stricts and fire companies ars funded with taxpayer money. The
ations, muach rving of our praise and

iin financial mat 5 Fequir
! ddition
without imposing additional

Fire di
volunteers who run th

thanks, are not necessarily
annual audits of fire distric
financial oversight of taxpaver monl
burdens on volunteers. Similar provisions ere in place for school

e

districts,

PRICR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This 1z a new bill.

FISCAY, IMPLICATIONS: None to the State.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall take effect immediately.

18
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LAWS COF NEW YORK, 2006

hol

el

CERPTER 238

Ié

AN ACT to amsnd the general wmunicipal law, in relation fto codes of
ethics for fire dist

Became a law July 26 9006, th the approval of the Governor.
= a i three~fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-—
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section B06 of the general munici-
pal law, subdivision 1 as amended by chapter 812 of the laws of 1987 and
subdivision 2 as amended by cha re
amended Lo read as follows:

1. tal

wter 1019 of the laws of 1870,
governing body of each county, city, town, village {amd],
znd the governing body

: resolubion

angd Fire district sha

mayv by local law,
ing feorth for the guidan
standards of conduct reasonably

T its oificers
expected of them.

anding anv other provision of this ariicle to the
. athics shall apply  to  the wvol

mant. Codes of ethics Shdil
rs oand emplovees with respect to disclosure
: on before the local governing body, holding of
liat wmtn official  dutles, private employment in
y icial duties, future emplovment and such cther stand-
ing to the conduct fficers and smployees as may be deemed
advisable Such  cade may  regulate or prescribe conduct which is not
expressly prohibited by this article but may net authorize conduct
otherwise prohibkited. Such  codes may provide for th@ prohibition of
conduct or discliosure of information and the classification of emplove
or officers.
“tive on and after LaqUorJ firat,
of politica isions, as
rerny of  this article, may contalin provisions which require the
of completed statemencts of fln;r:lwl disclosure wilth the
n of this arti-
rict any politica
liring =uch a filing pricr to
ry first, ninet hundred ninety-ong. Other than as reguired Dby
sion  ftwoe  of  section  eight hundred eleven of this article, the
governing body of any such peolitical subdivision or other municipality
may &t any  time subseguent to  the effective dates of this paragraph
ccal law, ordinance or resclution pursuant to  subdivi-
gion  one  of ton eight hundred eleven of this article and any ;
political subdivision or manicipality, acting by its governing body, may
rake such other action as is authorized in such subdiviszion. Any poli-
subdivision o¢r other municipality to which all of the provisions
of section eight hundred twelve of this article apply may elect to
remove itself from the ambit of all {but not some}! provisicns of such

1—”0“&'\ de sta
of  interest  in le
investmantes in conf

conflict

ards r

ceen hundred ninety-one,
fined in section elght

in section
construed Lo
lity from r

[«Hm1, adopt a

[

r

0

EXPLANATION--Matter in itaslics is new; matter in brackets {«] is old law
to be cmitted.
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CHAP. Z38
section in the manner authorized
eight hundred twelve. In such
municipality shall be sublject to
forth in paragraphs (z), g3
shall include, but be limited
annual statement of financial dis
such section eight hundred elesven
Z The chief executive coffic

not

A
ethics shall cause a copy therect
ermployee of nis municipallty.
cause a copy of the fire district
&ricl
ure to distribute any such copy o©
recelve such copy shall have no e
such code, nor the enforcement of
) This act ake effe
fire districts until
te that of

avallable et

i

£oa

t

shall

da

a

v

Prior

model

of

make code

OF N

hority ves

the
aut
Law, / jointly o
law w printed under our
entitlied to be read 1

wes

sion
section,

T

[

JOSEPH BRUNG

Tenporary President of the Senats

The

congpicucusly in sach building

in subdivision three of such section
event any such peolitical subdivision cor
certain conditions and limitations set
and {c) of such subdivision three which
to, the promulgation of a form an
closure described in subdivision one of

')
[

er of a municipality adepting a code
to be distributed to every cfficer a
fire district
code of ethics

13
shall

COMmISSIONQrs 1
to be posted publicly
under such district’s controel. Fail-
r faiiure of any officer cr employee tao
ffect on the duty of compliance with

nrovisicons thereof.

i

B e

Lz

ot June 1, 2Z006; provided however, that
une 1, 2007, to adopt & code of ethics,
the state compitrollier shall creats and

hics.

EW YORK
ted in us by
ertify that
directior

nto

T0-b
slip
BCCOrdan

Fuklic
this

such

of the

copy of

st ion
this
and,

<

with

o

THEL:

[DON
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RETRIEVE BILL

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f)

BILL WUOMBER: 210473

SPONSOR: Ales=sil (MS)

TITLE OF BILL: 2n act to amend the general municipal law, in relation
to codes of ethics for fire districts

FURPOSE OR SEWERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpose of this bill is to
reguire fire districts to adopt codes of ethics.

SUMMARY COF SPECIFIC FROVISIONE: Secticn one amends the General Munici-
pal Law to add fire districts to the list of political sube ions that
must adopt I section also provides for the posting

jes of ethics. Thi
“h Ccoo of ethics by fire districts.

ion two of the bill establishes the offec 7o date and authorizes
the State Compiroller to create and make avellable s model code of
ethics.

JUSTIFICATION: Villa towns, counties and school districts are all

required to develop and foliow a code of ethics. This legislation s s

to add fire districts to that list. With fire district budgets totaling
in the hundreds of millions of dollars and bulldings and equipment worth
over a bill dollars, all funded with taxpa - money, 1t 1s essential
that the public trust be maintained. The © ~ton of a code of ethics
will ensure that all members of fire districts are held to the same high
standard of accountabllity.

1
e

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HIZTORY: This ls a new kill.
FISCAT IMPLICATIONS: None to the State.

ake effect June 1, 2006, provided
Tune 1, 2007 to adopt a
of the state compiroller
of ethics.

EFFECTIVE TATE: This act
districts

the date the cffice
avallable a model co

21
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LEWS OF NEW YORK, 2006
CHEPTER 239

AN  ACT to amend the general municipal law and the town law, in relation
to travel expenses of certain public officers

Became a law July 26, 200&, with the ﬁpprovﬁl of The Governor.
Passed by a majcrity vote, three fths being present.

The Peopls of the State of New York, represented in Senste and Assem-~
bly, do enact as LQllQWS:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 77-b of the general wmuni
2d by  chapter 112 of the laws of 1979, is

governing board of a municipality may,
any of its or any officer or
agslstant c¢hief of its fire department or ot’her
elected pursuant  to law to a public c?f]ﬁ"
the term of office
[ o e 0 e } -

authoris

e for official business and
~effoative and ressonables smethod of
esolution adopted prior to such
record of the proces

may lega
@

hamw
attend-
dings of the municipality.
the power To authori i
cfficer or any adni

-+

ance at such
board.
§ Z. BSectlon 178~c  of the town law, as added by chap
laws of 1962, is amendsd to read as fol
§ 17¢-c. Expenses of fire disgstrict o‘fic@rs, officials and employ
When incurred by the authority of the board of fire missioners,
tual and necessary ses, including expenses  for t© , of
fire district ;"’gccr dud pald empicvess of the fire di and of
all pald and volunteer officers of the fire district fire department,
irncurred and paid by any such fire district office
fire department officer in executing the duties of
vion shall be a fire di charge. The board of
any f*re district, in
distr

nist

:r 710 of the

=

paid emplcoves or
nff

or  posi-

claim
ficer for
by resclutlion

officer, :
nay determing
enploy
the useé
; ~aveled k\

position. starmining
board of fire oommlission@rs nay

arid

2]

CDut in oo @v@mt“shail_such zliowance exoeed bthe standard mal
wance for business-~relasted itravel  adopted or
inoows tax purposéﬁ, The sions of this secti 3
to  amend, modify cr supersede any of the provisions of section
ndred sevantv-sight-a of this [ehksstes] article and sections
y-two-g and seventy-seven-b of the general municipal law.

This act shall take effect immediately.

%’%‘ﬁ
Q

w0
[ I T
co:arpm
=
uJ"S"T-.’D
w o
ole]
i
fu
¥y

ot c [ERE I

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [-] 1s o0ld law
to be omitted.
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The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:
Pursuant tc the authority vested 1In us by section 70-b of the Fuklic

Officers Law, we hereby jointly certify that this slip copy of this
ssion law was printed under our direction and, 1n esccordance with such
ig entitled to be read into evidence.

JOSEPH L. BRUNO SHELDON SILVER
Temporary Fresident of the Senate Speaker of the Asssmbly
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule 111, Sec 1(f)

BILL NUMBER: A10480

SPONSOR: Welsenberg {(ME)

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the geperal municipal law and the town
law, in relation to travel expenses of certain public cfficers

PURPOSE OR GEWERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpose of this legislation is to
ensure that municipalities utilize cost-effective methods of t I when
sending offlcials to a conference.

ravel

GF BPECIEIC PROVISIONS: Section one amends the General Munici-
: ro provide that conference frav o . ;
inq volunteex firefighte:
: a cost-effectil and re

e and must

two amends the Town Law to provide that relmbursement for mile-

Fire digstrict offi
lowance for busine
purposas.,

Ere 8 yﬁiﬁ riot e the standard mil
ited Travel set jor federal incoma ta

JUBTIFICATION: Attending oonferences is
a government officiazl’s duties. At the same
must he sensitive to the financial burden their o1 Lo
taxpayers and should utilize cost-effective and re methoeds of
travel and accommodations., T his legislation seeks to ensure that munici
pvalities confine conference travel to official busi znd contain
costs asgociated with such travel.

sary part of

o]
o]
o
]
oK
=

second part of this legislation applies
I
ing imbursament

allowancs

I ; ls, buc hu
recent audit by the &
ances, certain five
of more reascnably pri
HNEWS -

DAY indicated that several fire officials rented individual luxury cars
rather than more inexpensive compact cars. This legisiation seeks to
lance between attendance at conferencesg and the necessity for
ponsible travel.

= Whi 1 =
LClmjo Te e wsive hotel aumeR inastead
) rooms. In addition, & recent

I'W" confer-

= ]_ 1t

= M
b
[
s
D K‘U
w

PRICR LEGISIATIVE HISTORY: This is a new pbill.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: None.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall take effect immediately.

[+
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1o

LAWNS OF NEW YCORK, 2006
CHAPTER 240

AN ACT to amend the town law, in relation to requiring fire districts to
held public hearings before submitting their pudgets to the town

Became a law July 26, 2006, with the approval of the Governor
Fassed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New Tork, represented in Senatre and Assem-
iy, do enact zs follows:

ction 10% ¢f the town law, as added by chapter
aws of 7909 subdivision 1 as amended by chapte '
2004,  and subdivisi 2 az amended by chapter 11
is amended to read as follows:

$ 105, Fire district estimates and budget. 1. The board of commission-
-2 of each fire Qi%tri@t shall submit cn or before the twentieth day of
I%@%&@m%@@W Hovanber L0 ! -
ard  expendirures for

an
ar, exc
county such esti submi b
of October. This sh known as e district
shall pe in the form prescril by and pursuant co subdivi-
¢ ion one hundread zeven of this

2. ho budget  officer shall fix the fire district
{Semsaddse] annuzl Down budget, established pursuant bo
hundred nine of this asrticle, as a part Lhereof. No change
by the budget officer or the town board in the budgst

fire district.

On the third Tussday in October, sach fire digtrict  gb
Lic hearing o discuss the contents of its budgst.  The

O Or =fore ¢ Twenti-

the
ome

ﬁ‘u:w

hearing shall
be  conducted and schedypled  in 2 manner that maximizes parbticipation.
Hoticse of such public hearing shall be published at least  once in the
cfficial newspaper, or if no official newspaper has besn desionated, in
any newspaper having general circulation in th@,ala rict, At least five

S

daye shall elapse between the date of the first publicastion of the
notice and the date specifzed for the hesring. ?ne onotice  of | hearing
shall state the time when and the place wn&r@ the pab?'c hearing will be
held,  the purpose thereof and ithat a copy of the proposed budget is
availabls &t the office of the town Q¢Qrk{¢} and ﬁgra digtrict secratary
whars it may e insp BITY int@r@_ ced person during office  hours.
he notice o bhe posted on the

o subdivision  six  of

R LEhan five days befors the da
: ¢ 1 ; ﬂﬁticﬁ shall =iso be posgted on th
municipal and/or fire dist act website{s), if one exists. At such hear-
ing,  any person may be hesrd in favor of or against the proposed budgst
as cempiled, or for or amgainst any item or items therein contained.

§ 2. Section 115 of the town law, as amended by chagpter 278 of the
laws of 1977, is amended to read as follows:

& 115. Tax levy. The town clerk shall prepare and certify in duplicate
a2 copy of the annual budget as adopted by the town board, ingluding the

EXPLANATION-~-Matter In italices is new; matter in brackets [=] ig old law
to be omitted.
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CHAEP. 249

fire district estimates adopted pursusnt to section one hundred five of

this article, together with the cstiwate if any, adopted pursuant to
secticn two hundred two-a, and within fl]@ days therecof delliver two

)

copies of such budget te  the superviscr of the town. The supervisor
shall present the copies of the annual by dg et to the board of supervi-
sors  of the county in which such town is situated within ten days after
his receipt thereof from the clerk as hcr& nabove provided. The board of
supervisors shall levy and cause to be ralsed the amounts specified in
said annual budget to be levised by tax or assessments, and such amounts
shall be levied, assessed and raised by taw and assessments upon  the
real property of the town liablie therefor, at the time and in the manner
provided by law for the levy of state and county taxes. The clerk of th@
board of superviscrs shall cause such annual budget to be printed in the
Jouvrnal or proceedings of the board of supervisors except that the board
of supsrvisors any county by majority vots may authorize the clierk to
cause & summary, recapltualation or  abstract of such budget to be so
printed.

ot

§ Z. Section 181 of the town law, as amended by rhapter of  the
laws of 19493, Subdivision 1 as amended by chapter 528 laws of

2000, is amended to read as
and lewvy
beogin on the first
mber.
district shall ann
budget each town in which the firx
rcordance with s¢ ion one hundred five
in writing of the amcunt of re
» e macde during the fiscal :
QlDLrLc and within the bions specified in
this artlicle. in mddnmion, the bpoard of § commissioners  shall
prepare and  submii  an stimate  of the fund balance, together with a
breakdown of such fund balance estimated for encumbrances, amounts ~Ot1—
mated to be sypended for the ensuing i ar, amounts re f
stated purposes pursuant law, including reserve funds establish
pursuant ¢ the general muni law, and the remaining unappropriated
unreserved  fand balance as term is defined in section one hundred
three of this chapter, provided that the remaining sstimated unappropri-
ated ulrﬁ%er/ed furd balance for each fund shall not exceed a sonakld
with p)* udent budgeting practices, nec
ation of ‘ and the confinued
aking into o ludi r\q, but not
= fund, ca
wues and

fis
ary and o :

2. The board ol
prepare i
distr

%hulJ

of e

ioners

of this

e

al

amount,

?»t\m t‘u, and the

experience in prior fisc T For those districts whi

cash  basis of accounting, fund balance means the cash surplus
to be on hand at the close of the curyent fiscal vear less clalms payve-
Ble therefrom and amounts reserved pursuant o law for stated purpo
including reserve funds establiished pursuant to the genera municipal

law.

2. The board of compmissionsrs  of esach fire district shall hold a
public hearing eon the third Tuesday in  Octeober. The hearving  will be
conducted  in accordance with the procedures of section one hundred five
of this chaptsr.

4, The town bozard shall make no changes in the estimate svbmitted by
the board of fire commissioners of any fire district., After the annual
budget has been adopted by the town board and a certified copy presented
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to the becard of supervisors cof the county i
the board of supervisors shall assess and levy
property within the several fire districts the
tax for the purposes 0f the reszpective distri 7 specified in such
annual budget and shall cause the amount so assessed and levied to be
coliected, in the same manner and a2t The same Lime and by the same offi-
cers as  town taxes are assessed, levied and collected. When such taxes
are collected, the amount therecf shall be paid te the supervisor of the
town and by him immediately paild to the treasurer of the respective fire
districts. If a fire district includes texable property located in more
than one town, the bkoard of fire commissioners shall certify to the
supervisor or supervisors of the respectlve ftowns the assessed valuation
oI such taxable property locat@d in sach town, zs such assessed valu-
ation shall appear on the latest completed assessment roll of said towns
and the amount therecf o be levied and collected upon the
property within each of such towns shall be appor? sned In accordance
; the proportion that the asse the portion within
such town shall bear o the such
Latrlot [q :

w O
et [ f
in
o
'{ﬂ

divide :i k_:-y

it
valuation ui the
> what propoertion
varcel lying within
or zones, and the asses-
j& ssment roll. The
property Iving within such fire district or within

H

ton one hundy
3 the doaty <« the town ass
whol# of such parcel shall have been
of such valuation l1s on account of
thea
sors shall enter such
valuation of the real
such zoné oy , a8 so fixed and determined, shall be the valuation
subdject to taxation for the purposes of such fire district or of  such
ZOE O ZONeSs.
= &. The treasurer of each fire district shall Drapare and file
ce of the town clerk of each town in which part
be located, and in state
=ment g y forth
district. Buch =z
after the close of

such

limits of the fire distrrict or of such zons
roportion separaztely on the ass

annually in the of
of  such fire d

comprroller, a f
and expenditures
such offices within

firve district,

& 4. This act shall take effect January 1, Z007.

The Legisiature of the 5 TE OF NEW YORK sz

Pursuant To  the authority vestsd 1n us by section 70-b of the Public
Gfficers Law, we hereby jointly certify that this slip copy of this
session law was printed under our direction and, in accordance with such
section, is entitled to be read into evidencs.

JOSEPH L. BRUNO HELDON SILVER
Temporary President of the Senate Speaker of the Assembly
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Ruie I, Sec 1(f)

BILY NUMBER: AICG481A REVISED 4/25/06

SRPONSCR: Eddington (MS)

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the fown law, In relation to regulring

tc the town

PURPORE OB GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpc ) Liis ]
srovide for greater public input into the budgets submitted by fire

FIC PROVISIONS,
¥ oin October as
klic hearings

the third Tus
1 .

stion
= glven
i Law o

amends the

5]

the date of submi

JUSTYFICATION: Fire district budgets have a direct impact on the

vers they serve. Flre districts, unlike towns, have no budget hear-
This legislation seeks to provide for greater puklic

on fire district bude by designating a

ing requirement.

input

wide, Y

comment on the fire district's propoesed budget. With taxes increasing,

important thalt taxpayers have every opportunity to be informed and
=t ! oks.

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This is a new bill.

FraChl, IMPLICATICNS: None to the State

act shall take efifect immedlately.
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Laws OF WEW YORK, 2006

AN ACT to amend the town law, in relation to the posting of notice of
hearings and elections in fire districts

Became a law July 2¢, 2006, with the approval of the Governor.
assed by a maiority vote, three-fifths beling present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senste and Assem-—
bBly. do enact as follows:

Section 1. The town law 1s amended by adding a new section 17LH-¢ to
read as follows:

&% 17b~c¢c. Hotice of hearings and elesctions. 1., In addition to any
other notice or posting reguiremsnt, every fire dﬂstr¢ct secreatary shall

cause & notice of any upcoming hearing or slection to be posted on ths
LB

fire district website, 1if one exists. Such notvtices shall be posted for at
lemst fiftesn days prior o such hesring or election and =shall not be
posted any sconer than twenity dave bafore such hearing or elestion. If
the fire district maintains 2 sign board, a copy of such notice shzil 7

s e posted on the ﬁggm_ba&rdn
-

2. Every firve district seor: provide, in a timely manner, a
notice of any upooming hearing to be posted on the munioips

website of any town located wi z geographic  boundaries of the
digtyrict,  or  any  town or fire district  with which  the distr
contracts. Such positing shall only be reguired if such & website exi
Such not shall be posted for at least fofreen dayvs prior to  suc
hesring or election and shsa not be pogted any sooner than twenty days

hefore such hearing or election. In add themtﬁwn_cl@rk_@hail_pegt
or apuse te be posted on . 2L =: . LOpY
of  swueh notice and on the sign hoaxd malmta;n@d by him or her pursuant
to subdivision six of section thirty of this chapter., The town olerk

shall cooperate with the fire ensure the timpely notification

of the upcoming

3. The notics hall specify the Time when and
the place whers will e held, and, with raespact
slacted, their terme of office, and

hours

-d_cnx as“ waell as  the
h

sislature of the TE OF NEW YORE zs:
tant to  the authority vested in us by tion 70-b of the Pub
Law, we hereby Jjoilntly certify that this slip copy of
law was printed under cur direction and, in accordance with such
ar, 18 entitled to be read into evidence.

lic
his

v
i

JOSEFH L, BRUNG JHELDON SILVER
Temporary President of the Senste Speaker of the Assembly

EXPLANATION~~Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [=~1 1s old law
to be omltted. :
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule 111, Sec 1(f)

BILL NUMBER: A10487

SRONS0OR: Ramos {MS)

h]

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the town law, in relation to the post-
ing of notice of hearings and slections in fire districts

PURPOSE OR GEMERAL IDEA OF BILL: this bill is to
improve public awareness of fire district hearings and elections.

SUMMBRY OF
regquire notices of

district

2]
il
il
1
i

IFIC PROVISIONS: Secticn one amends the Town Law to
wrings and electlons to
where avallable,

This sectlion als

and
fire district and
-

Wormation is

<

L&)

Fire districts

a tremendous impact on the people
but also on their finances.

1wt the gene
to have less wvisibilit
ayers with the opportunity to
zir money. As taxes incre
ome increasingly important.
s for invelvement by
zaging the ancunt and quality of thes information ailable to
Ltaxpayers.

provided
fublic hea .

have input In how 1
rings and elections
ks to maximize the opportunitis

o i

islation se

.

PRICR LEGISIATIVE HISTORY: This Lz a new bill.

FIZCAL IMPLICATIONS: None to the &

EFFRECTIVE DATE: This act shall take effect Januarv 1, Z007.
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LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2006
CHAFTER 242

AN  ACT to amend the town law, in relation to reguiring fire commission=-
ers to undergo mandatory training

Became a law July 26, 2006, with the approval of the Governcor.
Passed by a maiority vote, three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of Mew York, respresented in Senste and Assem-
Blv, do snact as follows:

Section 1. The town law is amended by adding a new section 176-2 to
ead as follows:

& 17%~e. Training regquirements for fire commissioners,  Esch fire
commissionsr  shall attend and successfully compliete a Ccommissioner-spe-
cific state-approved training course within two hundred seventy davse  of
the taking of such office. The course will contain training related to
legal, fiducisry, financial, procurepent, and _@tﬁicmA responsibilitlies
and  such  other disciplines as may_ be prescribed by the state comp-
troller. Such ocou shall e prescribed and C@Eﬁ;fi@ﬁ in rules promuad-

- .

The mannear,

o courss v such rulss.
be made at
% 2. This

it shall

fect or the one hundred elghtie i
a  law; provided, howe . that The state

troller is and dirvected to promul Jute any and
laticons n=aces implemant. the provisions of this its

date on or @ date.

rislature of the STATE OF HEW YORK ss;

Pursuant to the zuthority vested in us by section 70-b of the FPublic
Officere Law, we hereby Jointly certify that this slip copy of this
segsion law inted under our direc ')n and, in wilth ch
section, 1is to :ad into evidence,

o) 'ii.‘s

~

JOSEFPH L. PJRUNO SLLVER

Asmembhly

CXFLANETION--Matter in italice 18 new; matt
to be omitted.

in brackets [=] is old law
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule {I1, Sec 1(f)

BILL NUMBER: ARI04E4

SPONSCR: Ramos (MS)

[
ol
ft
oSl
t
|-+
8]
=
-
(o]

TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the town law, in requiring
i

fire commissioners ve undergo mandatory tralning

[

PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpose of this bill is to estab-
lish training requirements for fire district commissioners.

SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS:

tralning
ing wiil br re
ponainilil
trolier,
Lo conmple

Town Law &
‘s, The tral
hical

Section one amends

fire district comnmis
fiducliary, procurems
prescribed by the Off
have 270 dayvs from the U €
The manner, freaegue and ol courses will alszc
the State Conptrol cL Training materials should also
to anyone who wants them, including fire compant

recuirements for
1 to legal
and will

will
the training.

cha

avallable

"

tion woe contains the e ive date.

JUSTIFICATION: Five commizsioners oversee the operaticns of a filre
district - controlling the finances and r lations not only of the
istricy, but in many ¢ 5, also the finances and regulation of the
nies within the district. In this role, fire commissioconers are
tions,

fire compa
responsible for the paym@nt 0£ contracta, controlling special ele
and many other ap S@nt;dl to district operation. The
Lraining course re gislation will help ensure ;
commlssionars are tools they nee =y form tF
Jobs, The Assocls tﬂcm cf Fi y State of New York, Ina.
has requested this i@q151ation.

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE EISTCRY: This ls a new bhill.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: Nome to the State

_ act shall take a&ffect on the one hundred elght-
ieth dav arte” 11 have become law; provided, however, that the
state compbrol authorized and directed to promulgate any rules and
regulations necessary to ilmplement the provisions of this act on its
effective date on or before such date.
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to  amsnd the genera municipal law, in relation to codes of
cs for fire companies and disclosure of interests oi thelr members

Thae People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem—
ply, do enact as follows:

gction 1. The general municipal law is  amended by adding a new
tion 209-se to read as tollows:

& 208-se. Adoption of & cods of ethics and ﬂig losure of interests by
fire companies. 1. Neotwithstanding any provision of general, special or
1 law to the copntrary, every fire wcmpanymtﬁdu contracts with or  is
under the oontrol of & county, oibty, town, village or fire dis *fiﬁ* put e
e protection or cother ensrgency service, shall adopt a code

Suech code shall set forth the standerds of conduct reasonablwy

elactad and[cr_appa@nﬁ&d_mffi@@t_Qf
noluding but not L
pr@%i;@mu, VLS wraﬁ*ﬁ@nw and seor @t@”y

» Lo Qovernance, in

mn  intsrest  an or whose sSpous

=5 tm in any actual or propose
o &@aﬁe _a;r@@m@mt pr  obthar agrsement
merits, with the fire company of which he or she
publicly disclose  the nature and extent of such

hia or her 1mm@@1dw@ supervisor and to the governing “bﬁgy th%x@af &

T B has knowledge of such actual or prospegtive interest.

Sy Wfltbﬁﬂ digclgﬁaiﬁ shall be nade part of and set forth in the offi-
: = of such body

3. 0= F@r the purpose of this section the term fire company shall have

£
ing as defined in section three of the wvoluntesr firefight-

(= éav th arposs of thi 5 3 : term  interest : &
direct o indi menefit mocrulng to an slected
arnd/er appoint company as  the result of =a
contract  with

TEHT

or aha

of this artial E=h . nted

company  shall - to have an interest

oY ner spouse, deen sl d@ﬁmnvenhge {1} Ly D CHILAR
or ARSCCLARTION is a pember or emploves, (413} =&
corporation of ig an officer, director or enploves

T
and {1V & CO3z por tron anyy stock Df which is owned or controlled direct-
1y or indirectly by such individusl.

&, The disclesure reguirenent of subdivision twe of this section shall
not apply toe the following:

{i} a contract with & corporation in which an individual has an inter-
st by reason of stockholdings when less than five per centuwm of the

EXPLENATION--Matter in ztalics 1s new; matter in brackets [=] is old
to be omitted.

[

aw
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CHAP.

[
[FiN
")

sutstanding stock of the corporation is owned or controlled directl
indirectly by such individoal; or

{11} & contract in which an individual has an interest if the to
consideravion pavable thereunder, when added to the aggregate amount
a#ll consideration pavable under contracts in which such person had
intersst during the fiscal year, does not excesd the sur of se
hundred fifty dellars.

§ Z. This act shall take effect June 1, 2007.

i

The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:

Pursuant t¢  the authority vested in us by sectlion 70-k of the Pub
Officers Law, we hereby join th
sesgsion law was printed und
section, 1s entitled to be

8]
h

is slip copy

cad into evidence.

er cur direction and, in accordance with suc
.

ox

tal
of
an
Rig=5 el

lic
h -

JOSEFH L, BRUNO SHELDON SILVER
Temporary Fresident of the Senste Speaker of the Assembly

34




RETRIEVE BILL

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembiy Rule IIl, Sec 1(f)

BILL NUMBER: AL0485

SPONSOR: Sweeney

TITLE OF BILL: &An act to amend the general municipal Iaw, in relation
thics for fire companies and disclosure of interests of

to codes of e
thelr menbers

PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpcese of this bill is toc
require fire companies to develop codaes of ethics and require certain
volunteer fire officers to disclose interests in contracts.

SUMMARY OF SPRCIFIC PROVIEIC Section one amends the CGeneral Munici-
pal Law to require fire companies to develop codes of ethics. This
section alsoe requires any e p or appolnted volunteer flre company
offlcer responsible Tor governance, lading but not limited to tre
urer, president, vice president and iine officer to disclose any

est they or thelr spotsse may have in any actual or proposed contract

The term interest is defined to mean a divect or indirect benefit azs the
result of certaln with the fire company.

[
%

¥

Section two ¢f the bill establishes the effective date.

JUSTIFICATION: Villages, towns, counties and school districts are
regquired to develop and follow a code of ethics. This legislatlion
to add fire companies to that list. With fire budgets t ling in
hundreds of millions of dellars, and bulldings and eguipment worth over
a billicn dellars, all funded with taxpayer money, 1t is5 essentlial that
the public trust be maintained. T tion of & code of ethics will
ensure that all memb of fire companies are held to the same high
standard of account ntablliity also includes tThe
ority of fire
sipating in contracts in which they have a

t

he

e ooy

Llity. This accou

disclosure of interest in contracts. Bithough the vast ma

cfficers intar-

avoid parti

& s formallzed proc has to a haphars
ai osure. The disclosure standard recguired in this hill

currently applied to municipal officials and in fire officers
has not been found to be overly burdensome. In addition, public disclo-
sure provides a of 1 ion of the integritvy of fire officers

and helps avoeld even the appearance of impropriety.

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This is a new biil.

FISCAY, IMPLICATIONS: None to the State.

BFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall take effect June 1, Z007.
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LAWS OF NpW YORK, 2006
CHADPTER 262

AN  ACT to amend the gere al municipal law, in relation to public infor-
matlion regarding service award programs for volunteer firefighters

& iaw July 26, 2006, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

The Pesopls of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. The general municipal law Is amended by adding a new
section 217-a to read as follows:

§ Z17~a. Public information website. 1. The comptroeller is hereby
authorized to make availsbls to the public on its website information

about V&ﬂﬁOﬂE_Qf service award proegrams, both defined ocontribution

programs  and deflined benefit programs, for voluntesr firefighters. Such

nformation shall include, but need not be limited bo:
{a} cmtegorization by class

Ty

{b} rate  of

of all costs, fees and commissions of  any

investment for one, f

periods ending T - T, dnoluding @l
net of a2ll costs:

A £ ompany has been in business;

£ctd manazgensnt stability sncluding the leangth of
TETIN

(@} nvestnant tructure  including its ten langsst
heldi

£} investment philoscphy

[f=93 rapresentatives and their relationship to any  progran
BSOSO,

kL

{h) percenitass of inve
2.  The compbtroll

stpents pought op sold during each vear.

& herebyv authorized to develop and distribute to
han sixty davs after the effective date of this
=

ler i
avery vendor, not moze o

section, a form that shall be used for the purpose of collecting the
information sk one of this section and any  other
anformation desp  desirable to  accc xm}m the
purposaes of raturn such forms to  the

comptrellaer
HHEOTLOD B0

the affective date of this

@

Leter than March f'rst of @aeh

u rom such fo ; 2

dents on ﬁhm cfficee of the cmmpﬁrollex walyel ta
1 etght and annually thersalfter,

‘10m, Trendor® shall mean an | org
authorized to da business in the state and which is gualid
rster and maintain records and accounte of defined benefit a
contribution plans which mest the regquirvements for gualific
the internal revenue code and governmental defined benefit m&nd _deﬁlned
centribution plans.

EXPLANATION~--Matter in italics 1s new; matbter in brackets {~] 1is old law
to be omitted.
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§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightiest

it shall have become a law; provided, however, that effective immedizte~
ly, the addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the implementstion of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be made and completed by the state comp-
troller on oy before such effective date.

The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:
Ppursuant to the authority vested in us by secticn 70-b of the Public
ficers Law, we hereby fdointly certify that this slip copy of this
session law was printed under our direction and, in accordance with such
section, is entitled to be read into evidencs.

JOSEPH 1., BRUNO SHELDON SILVER
Tenporary President of the Senate Spaezker of the Assembly
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accerdance with Assembly Rule 11, Sec I(f)

BILL WUMBER: AL1038Z

SPONSOR: Sweeney

TITLE OF BILL: An act teo amend the gensrzl municipal law, in relation
to public informatrion regarding service award programs [or volunteer
firefighters

PUEPCGSE OR GENERAL IDE2A OF BILL: Ruthorizes the State Comptreller to
publish informatlion recarding the perfermance of volunteer firefighter
service award programs.

SUMMARY OF M?Eﬁiﬁiﬁ PROVISIONS: The legislation adds &
Z217a to the P municipal law which will: autheorize
to puklish 1n_ﬁ o H\c:.'.t ion regarding the performanc
pPrograns volu Lg! The informat
not bhe limited to: costs “urn, lengt
been in business ty and
ment structure, a company's rep
ralationship, if any, to : o
investments bought or sold du ; the year

2

Gf company
hoard, inv
including tr
tage of

programs are 1o .
ended to serve as recrultment and retantion
ve tocols by providing volunteers with pension-like benefits. The
plans are coften complex in nature and program sponsors frequently opt to
contract for program administration. This legislation will provide
nformation te plan sponsors and the puklic crding the performance of
ngth of service award program vendors. Ha 1y a single source of

CATION: Volunteser firefighter
inistered programs int

ey

information will make 1t easier for sponscors to select the appropriate
fxomldcr. Whi]e past performs is no guarantee of future performance,

will provide milepo
L ssophiy.

informati
tment p% :

1 Tirm' and

regarding

PRICE LECISIATIVE HISTORY: New legislation

TSCAL IMPLICATIONS: Minimal cost in adding information to an existing
ebsite and for collecting data.

EFFRECTIVE DATE: 180 days after 1t becomes law.
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LAWE OF NEW YOREK, 2006

EPTER 620

AN  ACT to amend the general sunicipa} law, in relation to the adminis
tration, reporting, and disclosure of certain service award programs

a law Rugust 1&, 2006, with the zpproval of the Governor.
zgased by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

The Peocple of the State of Mew York, raprasented in Senate and Assem-
Blv, do enact as follows:

Section . Subdivision 1 of secticn 21%-a of the general municipal
law, as added by chapter 775 of the laws of 1988, is amended to read as

follows:

1. The sponsor or the designated progr adninistrator shall provide
each active volunteer firefighter who participates in a2 vice award
program maintained under this articlie with a summary of the program's
provisions, including the program's provisions relating fte  the
ipation reguirements, the rate at which a nonforfe
two;rum e i s and the program's ]
Pl : ded to
mvnth@ ‘ h date the prog
any material modi stiorn to such pro
communicated  In writing to sach part pant. within
later of the dete modification is adopted oy the date
The designated program administrator shall cause &
utions to be provided to sponsors at lsast Jﬂc@_mﬁﬂu . :
program, the summary of the program, and documents Ldt&d te the fund-
ing or investment of the ts of the program and of any contracts or
agrsements  with service providers to the program shall be provided to
participants annually and & gopy shall be made avallasble for jnsp#ction
or copving by a program participant or beneficiary at the sponsor's main
of fi The plan decument and the summary of The plan document shall be
made availsble for public inspection and copving.

§ 2. Section 219-a of the general municipal law is amended by adding a
neEw Subdlvja’ to read as fTollows:

= partio-
table interest in
awards  fo

mla.

1o

3. The sponsorn or designated pr ohiain  an

1
racords by i FTnI=IVE trified publico acoount-
f " axanlne  Lhe

CIE B invest-

val asudit

: Y } : uuﬁf QEH t%@ audit
shall be px@S@nt@d_tO wher *h@ stalte Lomptroiizr
by such accopntant, Copies of : L e made available £
public inspection uﬁd aopying ., The awud i completed within ninety
daye of ths program sponpsor's f;ﬁcal_ygar¢

3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2007; provided, however,
~tion twoe of this act shall take effect June 30, 2007.

ﬁﬁ

EXPLANATION--Matter in italice ls new; matter in brackets [=] 13 old law
to be omitted.
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CHREP. 620

The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:
Pursuant to the authority vested in us by sect

Officers Law, we hereby jointly certify that this slip copy of this

session law was printed under our direction and, in accordance with such

e

section, is entitled to be read into evidence.
JOSEPH L. BRUNO SHELDON SILVER
Tenporary FPresgident of the Benate Speaker of the Assembly

ticn 70-b of the Public
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule 11, Sec 1(f)

ILI NUMEER: RI10G983

SPONSCR: Sweeney

TITLE OF BILL: nact to amend the general municipal law, in relation
to the administration, reporting, and disclosure cf certain service
award programs

PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA QF BILL: The purpose of this pill is to
increase the transparency of volunteer firefighter service award
programs.

SIpMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS: fSection one amends the General Muniocl-
pal Law Lo reguire a statement of contributions fo be provided to the
service award program sponsor at least annuslly and to require pjoqrum

docunents to bhe made
This section alsc

avallable to the

ticipating voluntee
that the plan documant and summs
inspection and copyving.

N

WL

=ction two amends »val Municipal Law to ire the program
sponsar, or the de program administyator, to obtain an annua
independent audlt of lts service award program records. The audit will
gxamine the program's financial conditions, inciuding actuarisl assump-
tions and fund sufficiency. Copiles of the audit are reguired to be
presented to the program spgoensor and State Ceomptroller, and copies must
be available for puplic inspsction and copyving.

JUSTIFICATION: YVolunt ams .are local-

ve as recruitment and tention
with pensicn-like hen

: lp ensure that
will help
neors Lo adijust

that p Ar e

Jlons and incres trmnspa:@ncy.

FRICE LEGISLATIVE HISTCORY: This iz a n=sw bill.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONE: None Lo the State.

take effect January 1, 2007; provided,

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act shall
f this act shall take effect June 30, Z007.

however, that section two of
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