
APPENDIX C 
OSC POLICY STATEMENT ON DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT, 

INCLUDING SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT 
It is the policy of the Office of the State Comptroller (“OSC”) to provide a workplace that is free of 
discrimination and harassment based on race, color, sex (including sexual orientation, self-identified or 
perceived sex, gender expression, gender identity and the status of being transgender), creed or religion, 
age, national origin, disability, marital status, military or veteran status, predisposing genetic characteristics, 
domestic violence victim status or any other classification protected by state or federal law, rule or regulation 
or executive order. 

Discrimination is defined as the failure or refusal to hire, promote, or train an individual or treat that individual 
equally with respect to compensation, terms, conditions or privileges of employment because of that 
individual’s membership in any one of the above classes. Harassment based upon a person’s membership 
in any of the above classes is included within the definition of discrimination.  

In keeping with its policies, OSC reaffirms that it will not tolerate such discrimination or harassment in its 
workplace and that it will take appropriate action to prevent and stop the occurrence of such conduct in its 
workplace. OSC employees and any third parties who interact with OSC employees in the workplace are 
expected to avoid any behavior or conduct that could be interpreted as discrimination/harassment based 
on membership in any of the above classes. 

Examples of conduct that may constitute harassment based upon membership in one of the above classes 
include, but are not limited to:  

• kidding or teasing related to membership in, or characteristic of one of the above classes, such as 
laughing at or mimicking someone’s physical or mental impairment, foreign accent, etc.;  

• using ethnic or racial slurs;  

• conduct that denigrates or shows hostility toward an individual because of protected class status, 
and that has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive environment; and 

• telling jokes that belittle a member or members of one of the above classes. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
Sexual harassment, a form of discrimination, is defined as unwelcome conduct which is either of a sexual 
nature, or which is directed at an individual because of that individual’s sex when:  

• such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of employment;  

• submission to or rejection of such conduct is used as the basis for employment decisions affecting 
an individual’s employment; or  

• such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an individual’s work 
performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work environment, even if the 
complaining individual is not the intended target of the sexual harassment.  

Examples of sexual harassment include, but are not limited to, sexual innuendo; suggestive comments; 
sexually-oriented kidding, teasing or practical jokes; jokes about gender-specific traits; jokes about sexual 
orientation, or perceived masculinity or femininity of individuals; foul or obscene language or gestures; 
display of foul, obscene or sexually suggestive printed or visual material; physical conduct such as touching 
or patting; sexually-oriented email or phone mail messages; suggestive or obscene letters, notes, or 
invitations; inappropriate discussions of a person’s physical appearance; or unwelcome gifts and attention. 

A perpetrator of harassment can be a superior, subordinate, co-worker or anyone in the workplace, 
including an independent contractor, contract worker, vendor, client, customer or visitor. 

Questions about what behavior constitutes discrimination or harassment, including sexual harassment, or 
requests for OSC Executive Orders and policies on such matters may be directed to the OSC Division of 
Diversity Management at (518) 473-1368. 
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