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Executive Summary 

New York State's Farmland Protection Program was created in 1992 to preserve high quality 
working farmland and to reduce pressures on farm families to sell their lands and leave the 
farming industry. Counties and towns receive financial support from the program to develop 
farmland protection plans and to purchase development rights on farmland. 

Purchase of development rights legally restricts future uses of the land, ensuring that it will be 
available for farming in the future, while providing the farmer with resources to reinvest in the 
farm. This program has been funded in the State budget with appropriations from the 
Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) and with bond proceeds from the Clean Water/Clean 
Air Bond Act of 1996 (Bond Act). 

This report examines the performance of the New York State Farmland Protection Program 
and its potential to ensure that farming continues to be a valuable contributor to New York's 
economy. Findings include: 

• The Farmland Protection Program, in combination with other State programs to
promote the economic viability of farms, can help counteract pressures that may drive
land out of agricultural production. Funds from the purchase of easements allow
farmers to pay off debt, modernize and diversify production and make other
investments that can increase farm revenues and help make farms more viable.

• Because land that is suitable for residential or commercial development tends to
command higher prices than farmland, productive agricultural land has become less
available. Easements that transfer development rights from the farmer help ensure
that the land will stay in agricultural production when a farm is sold.

• Volatility in farm commodities and farm production inputs results in boom-and-bust
cycles for farmers. New York State's Farmland Protection Program can provide capital
to help farmers make investments to buffer themselves by entering new markets, such
as the market for organic foods, or through marketing directly to consumers through
farmers' markets and regional markets.

• New York State's farms generate more than $4.4 billion for the State's economy each
year. In 2007, the income generated directly by farms, combined with income
generated by agricultural support industries and by industries that process agricultural
products, totaled $31.2 billion. 1
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