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• Helpful recommendations



Vendor Responsibility Basics



Vendor Responsibility Basics

• Protects the Agency and State against failed 
contracts

• Pro-actively solves and mitigates problems 

• Avoids contracting with non-responsible 
vendors

• Protects public funds and promotes fairness

Why is Vendor Responsibility Important?



What is a Responsible Vendor?

• Financial and Organizational Capacity
– To fully perform contractual obligations

• Legal Authority
– To do business with the State

• Integrity
– To justify the award of public dollars

• Past Performance
– A good record of past performance

F

L

I

P



What Leads to a Thorough Review?

• Independent Agency Review

• Vendor Disclosure



Perform Agency Review

Resources for
Vendor Responsibility Review



Helpful Tools – OSC Website
www.osc.state.ny.us/state-vendors/vendrep/file-your-vendor-responsibility-questionnaire

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/state-vendors/vendrep/file-your-vendor-responsibility-questionnaire


Resources
www.osc.state.ny.us/state-vendors/vendrep/research-vendor-information

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/state-vendors/vendrep/research-vendor-information


Vendor Responsibility System

Vendor Responsibility Questionnaire



DOS Corporation Search



Google



DOS State Tax Warrants



DOS Federal Tax Liens



Attorney General (Press Releases)



OSC Audits



Federal Contractor Misconduct



OSHA



OGS Debarred &
Non–Responsible Entities
ogs.ny.gov/debarred-and-non-responsible-entities

https://ogs.ny.gov/debarred-and-non-responsible-entities


DOL & WCB Debarments



Debarment – Other States
State of New Jersey 



Workers Compensation & Disability



Workers Compensation & Disability



Resources
for

Not-For-Profits



IRS Automatic Revocation of 
Exemption List



Grants Gateway



Office of Inspector General –
Corporate Integrity Agreements



OMIG Audits



Office of Management & Budget 
(Single Audits)



Resources
for

​Construction



NYC SCA - School Construction Authority -
Disqualified/Suspended/Ineligible/Rejected Firms



NYS Education Department –
Professional License



Additional Resources

• NYS Empire (MWBE)

• NYSED – Higher Education

• NYS DOS Licensing



Additional Reviews

• NYS DOS Liens

• NYS DOS Tax Warrants

• Google

• WCB or DOL Debarments

• SAM (Federal Debt)  

Officers, Parent Company, Owners/ Affiliates of Vendors



Subcontractors



Who is Considered a Subcontractor?

A subcontractor is any entity that receives funds 

from a prime vendor to perform work on a contract



When to Review a Subcontractor?

• When a subcontractor is known

• Even those not sent to OSC for approval

IMPORTANT!!!



Subcontractors Must be Responsible

• Subcontractors are often the ultimate recipients 
of State money

• State money should go to responsible vendors

WHY?



What to Review for a Subcontractor

• Financial and Organizational Capacity 

• Legal Authority to Do Business

• Integrity

• Past Performance

Same as the Review of the Prime Vendor  



What to Review for a Subcontractor

• Affiliated Entities and Addresses

• Bidders List

• Certifications

Other Things to Look for



Subcontractors

VR Profile & VRQ are required when:

• Subcontractor is known at the time of award

• Payout will equal or exceed $100,000 over the life 
of the contract

Documents OSC Requires for Subcontractor Review



Potential Red Flags 

• A sudden drop in revenue or net income

• Their name consists of the initials of officers or board 
members of prime contractor

• Shared staff or officers between prime and 
subcontractor

• Shared phone, fax, business address or email



Recap 
Subcontractor Review

• Perform reviews on all subcontractors

• Use same standards as prime vendor

• Address issues with the prime vendor

• Look for potential red flags





Complete the 
Vendor Responsibility Profile

• Provide detail concerning each issue

• Explain the corrective actions 

• Provide your assessment



How Often to Assess an Issue

Whenever...

• The vendor discloses an issue

• The Agency finds an issue

• OSC finds an issue requiring assessment



Electronic Contracting

• Scan VR items

• Select document name from drop down menu

• Add description for each document

Labeling & Scanning of Documents



OSC's Vendor Responsibility Team
Contacts

• Gregory Knox 518 473-5355 gknox@osc.ny.gov

• Craig Coutant 518 474-6017 ccoutant@osc.state.ny.us

• Mia Graham 518 486-3004 mgraham@osc.ny.gov

• Renee Tilley-Goyette 518 408-3803 rtilley-goyette@osc.state.ny.us

• Nicole Macy 518 486-7967 nmacy@osc.state.ny.us

• Diane Welsh 518 408-3284 dwelsh@osc.state.ny.us

• Danial Small 518 486-3005 dismall@osc.state.ny.us

• Tammie Sobieraj 518 486-1289 tsobieraj@osc.state.ny.us

• Vanessa Hartnett 518 474-2692 vhartnett@osc.ny.gov

• Jamie Hockey-Barrett 518 486-1291 jhockeybarrett@osc.ny.gov

mailto:gknox@osc.ny.gov
mailto:ccoutant@osc.state.ny.us
mailto:mgraham@osc.ny.gov
mailto:rtilley-goyette@osc.state.ny.us
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THANK YOU !!!




